Slips Assessment Tool (SAT)

Instrument Review

	Instrument Name
	Health & Safety Executive (HSE) Slips Assessment Tool (SAT)

	Author(s)
	NA

	Affiliated Organization(s)
	Health & Safety Executive (HSE) – Britain

Health and Safety Laboratory (HSL)

	Instrument Purpose
	Calculates the “slip risk”; evaluates the slip risk potential of pedestrian walkways/surfaces. 

	Instrument Type
	Observational (audit)

	Geographical Scale
	Workplace environments

	Instrument Development Methods
	Initial version (called PSES): trialed by approximately 40 HSE inspectors and field scientists, 12 local authorities, with involvement of architects, designers, and safety advisors.
SAT developed: enhanced, more user-friendly.
In 2006: survey questionnaire administered to gather feedback on SAT tool and website problems and concerns.

	Sample
	NA

NA

	Psychometrics
	NA

	Key Item Sub-Domains

	· Floor Information

· Acid Etching/Artificial Roughened

· Roughness Reading

· Floor Surface Contamination (Type & Amount)

· Potential Floor Surface Contamination Sources

· Footwear Soling Material

· Floor Cleaning Type & Frequency

· Contamination Reoccurrence

· Floor Surface Usage

· Environmental Factors

	Considers Disability Issues
	No. Not directly, other than how the surface types and maintenance affect mobility issues for people with disabilities.

	Number of instrument(s)

	1 instrument

	Length of Instrument(s)
	13 items

	Instrument Development Literature
	Boorman, C. J. (2006). Evaluation of the slips assessment tool (SAT) -

analysis of user questionnaires. HSL/2006/76. (http://www.hse.gov.uk/research/hsl_pdf/2006/hsl0676.pdf)

	URL(s)

	http://www.hsesat.info/default.htm

http://www.hse.gov.uk/lau/lacs/77-1.htm

Copy of Evaluation: http://www.hsesat.info/Proforma/SATproforma.PDF

	Contact Information
	Health & Safety Executive (HSE)

HSE's Infoline: 0845-345-0055

	Definition(s)
	Slip Risk: Numerical value calculated by the SAT using information on the floor provided by the user that is processed and presented as a single figure. The scale ranges from 0 (low slip risk) to 40 (high slip risk). 

Rz Surface Microroughness: A reliable indicator of slipperiness

	Notes
	Noting disadvantages of the SAT: “The Slips Assessment Tool…also used a numerical assessment of factors using a set of weighted questions. However, this tool was limited; it could not be used on carpet, did not assess trip hazards, disabled access or pedestrian safety, and used a gripmeter to measure the slip resistance of the surface. This gripmeter required frequent calibration and stringent cleaning of the surface prior to use.” (from: Hunt-Sturman, A. & Jackson, N. (2008). Development and evaluation of a risk management methodology for pedestrian surfaces. Safety Science.)


