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Instrument Abstraction

	Instrument Name
	Neighborhood Stress Survey, Neighborhood Problems Scale portion

	Author(s)
	Andrew Steptoe and Pamela J. Feldman

	Affiliated Organization(s)
	University College London

	Instrument Purpose
	Assesses neighborhood stress so as to understand the impact of the residential neighborhood on health and well-being

	Instrument Type
	Perceived: Self-administered survey

	Geographical Scale
	Neighborhood (defined as postal sectors)

	Instrument Development Methods


	Reviewed previous literature, and built upon the work of Sooman and  Macintyre. (Sooman, A., & Macintyre, S. (1995). Health and perceptions of the local environment in socially contrasting neighborhoods in Glasgow. Health and Place, 1:15–26.)

	Sample
	Postal survey was sent to an original sample of 2,788 people, with approximately half identified as living in high SES and half in lower SES neighborhoods in the London area with mixed ethnic composition. Of those who completed the survey (n = 658), 419 were residents of 18 higher socioeconomic status (SES) neighborhoods and 235 were residents of 19 lower SES neighborhoods.

	Psychometrics
	Principle components analysis of the neighborhood problems indicated that all 10 items loaded on a single factor. The factor loadings ranged from 0.455 to 0.706. Cronbach’s alpha for the scale was 0.79.

	Key Item Sub-Domains


	· Aesthetics 
· Vandalism

· Safety

· Entertainment

	Considers Disability Issues 
	No

	Number of Instrument(s)
	1 instrument

	Length of Instrument(s)
	10 items

	Instrument Development Literature
	Steptoe, A. and Feldman, P.J. (2001). Neighborhood Problems as Sources of Chronic Stress: Development of a Measure of Neighborhood Problems, and Associations With Socioeconomic Status and Health. Annals of Behavioral Medicine, 23(3):177–185)

	URL(s)
	http://www.ucl.ac.uk/slms/people/show.php?personid=12323

	Contact Information
	A. Steptoe, D.Sc., Psychobiology Group

Department of Epidemiology and Public Health

University College London

1–19 Torrington Place

London WC1E 6BT, United Kingdom

	Definition(s)
	NA

	Notes
	NA


