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	Author(s)
	Jacqueline Barnes McGuire

	Affiliated Organization(s)
	Royal Free Hospital School of Medicine University of London and the Tavistock Centre

	Instrument Purpose
	To assess residents’ perceptions of the neighborhood (e.g., crime, sense of community, and disorder). It is also used for community development programs. 

	Instrument Type
	Perceived (self-reported)

Questions were read aloud in the person’s native language and the responses to questions were presented on a card (in addition to being spoken)

Questionnaires on individuals’ perception of their environment (e.g., street crime, local social networks, disorder)

	Geographical Scale
	Neighborhood 

	Instrument Development Methods
	This instrument was based on the Neighborhood Questionnaire that measures a community’s influence on delinquent adolescents (Simcha-Fagan & Schwartz, 1986). The instrument was modified so that its items would relate to families and young children living in urban areas.  

	Sample
	Map software located streets in the neighborhood tract area and then randomly selected streets within each tract. Every fifth household in the chosen tract was selected for the study. The sample consisted of 142 respondents (77% female) that reflected the population of the neighborhood.

	Psychometrics
	A confirmatory factor analysis was conducted to examine the validity of the four subscales. The four factors accounted for 45% of the total variance and each had eigenvalues of more than 2.5. Reliability analyses were also conducted for each subscale: 1) danger and disorder (α = .77), 2) neighborhood attachment (α = .81), 3) local social networks (α = .82), and 4) quality of life (α = .85).

	Key Item Sub-Domains

	· Danger and disorder (20 items)

· Neighborhood attachment (10 items)

· Local social networks (12 items)

· Quality of life (2 items)
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