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	Instrument Name
	Environmental Assessment of Public Recreation Spaces (EAPRS) Tool

	Author(s)
	Brian E. Saelens, PhD

	Affiliated Organization(s)
	Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center, Active Living Research Program of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

	Instrument Purpose
	Comprehensive direct observation assessment of the physical environments of parks and playgrounds.

	Instrument Type
	Observational (audit)

	Geographical Scale
	Area parks and playgrounds

	Instrument Development Methods
	Researchers recruited “park and recreation professionals and frequent park users to complete 2 open-ended surveys about the physical environment characteristics generally found in public recreation spaces. Survey responses guided instrument creation and inter-rater reliability of the original instrument was evaluated through initial park and playground observation. The instrument was revised based on this information and inter-rater reliability was evaluated again in local parks and playgrounds and at another site by a different group of investigators and raters” (Saelens, et al., 2006, pp. S191-2)

	Sample
	34 professionals and 29 frequent park users completed both the first and second surveys.
Inter-rater reliability was evaluated following observations in 92 parks and playgrounds.

	Psychometrics
	“Inter-rater kappa values were measured for all items. 66% of the items had reliability values in the good-excellent range of a high percent of agreement.”
Most items had good reliability, particularly presence/number and specific quality items that had “87.1% (71.0%) and 75.1% (75.8%) of these items on the original (and revised) instruments respectively having good-excellent reliability or high percent agreement” (Saelens et al., 2006, pp. 203). Reliability was especially good for play features (>66% of items within each domain having good-excellent or high percent agreement), but “cleanliness/aesthetic items were generally unreliable on both the original and revised instrument, with only 39.5% and 47.3% of these items respectively having good-excellent reliability or high percent agreement values” (Saelens et al., 2006, pp. 203)

	Key Item Sub-Domains
	· Trails (paved and unpaved) and paths
· Water areas (i.e., lakes, streams, beaches, drinking fountains)

· Eating/drinking features
· Facilities (i.e., restrooms, entertainment)
· Educational/historical features (i.e., historical monuments, markers) 
· Sitting or resting features (non-trail)(i.e., benches, tables, bleachers)
· Landscaping (i.e., flowers, landscaping beds)
· General aesthetics (i.e., public sculpture/art, trash cans, etc.)
· Access-related features (i.e., entrances, roadways throughout the park)
· Directives and information-related features (i.e., rules/regulation signs, maps)
· Safety-related features (i.e., functional phones present, parking proximity)
· Play set or structure features (i.e., cleanliness, condition)

· Athletic fields and other recreation areas

	Considers Disability Issues
	No

	Number of Instrument(s)
	1 instrument

	Length of Instrument(s)
	713 items
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