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Instrument Abstraction
	Instrument Name
	Community Health Environment Checklist (CHEC)

	Author(s)
	Susan S. Stark, Holly H. Hollingsworth, Kerri A. Morgan, & David B. Gray

	Affiliated Organization(s)
	Washington University School of Medicine, Program in Occupational Therapy

	Instrument Purpose
	“To determine if a building or facilities’ physical features are ecologically valid from the perspective of individuals with mobility impairments, and consequently predict their community participation (based on building/facility features)” (Stark et al., 2007, p. 124).

	Instrument Type
	Observational (audit)

	Geographical Scale
	Building/facility

	Instrument Development Methods
	Multi-step method with 4 phases:
(1) Item development through qualitative interviews and focus groups with individuals with MIs (mobility impairments). 

(2) Development of scoring method. Participants were asked about their perceptions of environmental accessibility. 
(3) Implementation of procedures (rulebook and glossary) at the community level, developed by a panel of experts, with feedback by community members. 
(4) Reliability testing: 63 destinations were assessed.

	Sample
	63 destinations assessed in a suburban community of St. Louis, MO

	Psychometrics
	Internal consistency reliability, or Cronbach’s alpha, indicated a value of 0.95
Content validity has been established through 4 key steps:
(1) “Development of items from the lived experience of the individual with MIs

(2) Consideration of each feature’s weight from a ranking study of persons with MIs

(3) Review and development by an expert panel

(4) An explicit glossary and rule book developed to provide clear guidance to individuals using the instrument to avoid scoring bias” (Stark et al., 2007, p. 129). 

	Key Item Sub-Domains 
	Accessible building entrances, building features, bathrooms, and amenities (i.e., accessible drinking fountains or phones)

	Considers Disability Issues
	Yes. The survey was designed from the perspective of individuals with mobility impairments and helps to gauge facility accessibility for people with disabilities.

	Number of Instrument(s)
	1 instrument

	Length of Instrument(s)
	65 items 

	Instrument Development Literature
	Stark, S., Hollingsworth, H. H., Morgan, K. A., Gray, D. B. (2007). Development of a measure of receptivity of the physical environment. Disability & Rehabilitation, 29(2):123-137. 

	URL(s)
	NA
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