AARP Livable Communities Guide and Quiz
Instrument Abstraction
	Instrument Name
	AARP Livable Communities Guide and Quiz

	Author(s)
	Mary Kihl, Dean Brennan, Neha Gabhawala, Jacqueline List, and Parul Mittal

	Affiliated Organization(s)
	Arizona State University, Herberger Center for Design Excellence, American Association of Retired Persons (AARP)

	Instrument Purpose
	Series of community self-assessment surveys identifying factors potentially affecting older adults’ independence and quality of life within the community

	Instrument Type
	Observational (audit)

	Geographical Scale
	Local community, as defined by respondent (e.g., town, village, neighborhood, subdivision, development, local area of the city, metro area, or county).

	Instrument Development Methods
	Updated from version published in 2000 by Patricia Pollack

Focus groups (14 conducted in 13 cities in 5 different areas of the country)

	Sample
	NA

	Psychometrics
	NA

	Key Item Sub-Domains

	· Transportation
· Walkability

· Safety & security
· Shopping

· Housing

· Health services

· Recreation & cultural activities

· Caring community

	Considers Disability Issues
	Yes. There are items about difficulties with walkability, accessible recreation and public transportation, accessible grocery shopping or the availability of nutritious food for people with different types of disabilities (i.e., mobility, visual, etc.)

	Number of instrument(s)

	1 Livable Communities Quiz

9 sub-surveys in the Evaluation Guide



	Length of Instrument(s)
	Livable Communities Quiz: 10 items

Evaluation Guide: 186 items

	Instrument Development Literature

	Kihl, M., Brennan, D., Gabhawala, N., List, J., & Mittal, P. (2005). Livable Communities: An Evaluation Guide. AARP. Retrieved August 7, 2008, from http://www.aarp.org/research/housing-mobility/indliving/beyond_50_communities.html#guide

	URL(s)

	http://www.aarp.org/research/housing-mobility/indliving/beyond_50_communities.html  

	Contact Information
	For more information, visit http://www.aarp.org/beyond50.


	Definition(s)
	Livable community: a community that is friendly to older adults and people with disabilities, with affordable and appropriate housing, supportive community features and services, and adequate mobility options, which together facilitate personal independence and the engagement of residents in civic and social life.

	Notes
	Literature searches produced no results of a peer-reviewed evaluation of this tool.


