
Instruments Considering Disability Issues, Instrument Sub-Domains, and Sample Items
This table provides a listing of disability specific instruments, the domains they measure and some sample items.

	Instrument Name
	Sub-Domains
	Sample Items

	AARP Livable Communities Guide and Quiz
	Transportation

Walkability

Safety & security

Shopping

Housing

Health services

Recreation & cultural 

   activities

Caring community


	How would you grade your community for having dependable public 

   transportation that you would use to get to places you would like to 

   go (e.g., for people with disabilities)? 
How would you grade your community for having safe, well-designed 

   sidewalks that can take you where you want to go (e.g., to a nearby grocery  

   or drugstore)(e.g., by wheelchair or scooter)?
Is Dial-A-Ride available in communities?

Is transportation to specialized services (e.g., doctor's office) available?

Are curb-cuts textured to alert persons with visual impairments that they are 

   about to enter the street?

	Accessibility Instruments Measuring Fitness & Recreation Environments (AIMFREE)
	Access routes & 

   entrance areas 

Locker rooms & 

   showers 

Hot tubs, whirlpools, 

   saunas, steam rooms 

Equipment 

Information & signage 

Elevators 

Bathrooms 

Programs 

Professional behavior 

Swimming pool 

Parking

Telephones 

Water fountains
	Are corridors wide enough for individuals using wheelchairs to pass? 

Are the locker room and shower accessible? 

Is exercise equipment accessible (re: obstacles, transfers, buttons, displays)?

Is information & signage available in alternative formats (e.g., Braille, large 

   print, pictograms, audio)?

Elevators, accessible buttons, door threshold levels?

Does the facility offer any programs that might be suitable for me? 

Are there any adapted sports programs (e.g., softball, wheelchair tennis) 

   available for me? 

Swimming pool entry (e.g., ramps, 0 depth entry, lifts, aquatic chairs).

Access telephones, or TTY, TDD? 

Policies catering to people with disabilities?

More detailed information about programs/group activities for people with 

   disabilities.

	Active Community Environments (ACE) Checklist
	Planning policies

Safety

Recreational facilities

Employment sites

Schools 

Public transportation
	Do street standards comply with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

   guidelines in design and construction of pedestrian facilities such as curb 

   ramps at street crossings, audible crossing signals, etc.? 

Are sports leagues and/or recreational activity programs available for seniors 

   (age 66 or older)? 

Water fountains accessible to people in wheelchairs? Controls accessible?

	Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG)
	Parking

Ramps

Signage

Elevators

Bathrooms

Transportation

Medical facilities

Libraries 

Public housing
	Is there a curb ramp wherever an accessible route crosses a curb? 

Is the slope of the curb ramp 1:12 or less in new construction? 

Water fountain: Are the controls operable with one hand?

	City of Edmonton CPTED Safety Audit
	Crime prevention safety

Lighting

Signage 

Sightlines

Visual and auditory 

   perceived isolation

Movement predictors

Possible entrapment sites

Escape routes

Nearby land uses

Area design and 

   maintenance

Community social 

   concerns
	Are there signs which direct you to wheelchair access? 

Are there people with special needs in the area whose needs are not being 

   met? Describe who they are.

	Community Accessibility Survey
	Public places

Health care

Education

Employment Transportation

Housing

Social services

Legal services

Recreation

Community attitudes Prejudice/discrimination Rules and regulation
	In the past 12 months, how often have the availability of the following been a problem for you? 

      transportation 

      natural environment

      information

      health care services

      home assistance

      school/work assistance

When this problem occurs, is it related to your disability or activity 

   limitation?

How important is accessibility of public buildings and spaces?

	Community Assessment Tool
	Transportation

Land-use & development

Schools

Parks, recreation, & trails

Safety/crime prevention
	What percentage of pedestrian facilities meets or exceeds ADA standards? 

What percentage of transit stops is ADA accessible? What percentage of 

   schools meets accessibility standards?

	Community Health Environment Checklist (CHEC)
	Building entrances Building features Bathrooms

Amenities 
	Are the distances between the public transportation drop off areas (i.e., bus 

   stops) and the building as short as possible? 

Are there accessible parking spaces with adequate widths and aisles? 

Is the ramp wide enough for a wheelchair to fit through?

Is the door wide enough to enter using a mobility device? 

Are all bathrooms accessible? 

Is there signage indicating where the accessible pathway is located?

	Craig Hospital Inventory of Environmental Factors (CHIEF)
	Policies

Physical structure

Work & school

Attitudes & support

Service & assistance
	In the past 12 months, how often has the availability of the following been a 

   problem for you?

      transportation

      design and layout of your home

      temperature

      information

      education and training

      health care services 

      lack of personal equipment

      lack of computer technology

      assistance at home, school, and/or work

      prejudice/discrimination

      lack of programs/services

      policies and rules of businesses/organizations/government

	Facilitators & Barriers Survey/Mobility (FABS/M)
	Personal mobility devices  Home built environment 

   features 

Community environment 

   features

Community environment 

   site accessibility  Community environment 

Community accessibility
	How does your mobility device influence your participation in community 

   activities? 

Do environmental factors (e.g., stairs, carpet, doors, ramps) influence your 

   participation in activities and how often?

Do built (e.g., gravel, curb cuts, elevators) and natural (e.g., weather, terrain, 

   crowds) features of your community influence your participation in 

   activities and how often? 

How accessible are bathrooms in your community?

How accessible are the following types of transportation (car, taxi, 

   Paratransit, public-bus/rail, and airline)?

	Federal Transit Administration's ADA Assessment Sheets
	Parking and drop-off

Accessible route

Curb ramps

Entrance, ramps, & 

   elevators/escalators

Ticketing 

Platforms

Public address system

Telephones

Areas of rescue assistance
	Number of accessible parking spaces required. 

Accessible parking space closest in lot to accessible entrance of building it 

   serves. 

Accessibility symbol at each space or pair of spaces and signs located so not 

   obscured by a parked vehicle. 

Ramp slope 1:12 or less. 

If visual entrance sign is provided at an entrance, is there a raised letter and 

   Braille sign at that entrance? 

Door operable with one hand with lever-operated, U-shaped, or push 

   mechanism. 

Text telephone identified by the international TDD symbol.

	Health Empowerment Zone Environmental Assessment Tool (HEZEAT) 
	Path/sidewalk 

   characteristics

Outdoor/onsite 

   characteristics

Building entrance 

   accessibility
	Are there accessible parking spaces with adequate widths and aisles? 

Is there a sign with the international symbol of accessibility at each space or 

   pair of spaces and are the signs located so not obscured by a parked 

   vehicle? 

If a ramp is provided, does the slope meet the maximum acceptable standard 

   of 8.3% slope?

 If the path of travel to the accessible entrance crosses a parking lot, sidewalk 

   or alley where curbs are present, are curb cuts or curb ramps available?

Is there an accessible door adjacent to any revolving door?

	Healthy School Environments Assessment Tool (HealthySEAT)
	Chemical use & 

   management

Design, construction, & 

   renovation

Energy efficiency

Environmental education

Facility operations & 

   maintenance

Indoor environment 

  quality

Legislation & regulation

Outdoor air pollution

Portable classroom

Safety 

School facility 

  assessment tools

Waste & waste reduction Water
	Are there handicapped accessible toilets?

	Home and Community Environment Instrument (HACE)
	Home mobility

Community mobility

Basic mobility devices

Communication devices

Transportation factors

Attitudes
	Is there a ramp at the main entrance? 

Do you have aids to help you communicate with people such as boards or 

   papers with pictures or telephones with big dials and hearing devices?

Do you have voice-output communication aids, such as voice generating 

   computers?

To what extent do people in your building have negative attitudes toward 

   persons with limitations in daily activities? 

To what extent are people in your community willing to help persons with 

   limitations in daily activities?

	King County Active Community Checklist
	City center planning 

Urban area planning 

Transportation planning 

General planning 
	Ensure the above design features and infrastructure (e.g., parking, covered 

   walkways, sidewalks, parks, benches, public facilities) are accessible to all 

   residents - regardless of income, race or ethnicity, age, ability or gender. Ensure that high concentrations of at-risk populations (including all low 

   income groups, ethnic and racial minorities, disabled, and seniors) are 

   identified and engaged in the planning process and needs assessment, to 

   appropriately meet their active living needs.

	Measure of the Quality of the Environment (MQE)
	Support & attitudes of 

   family and friends

Income & job security

Governmental & public 

   services

Physical environment & 

   accessibility

Technology

Equal opportunity & 

   political orientations
	Attitudes of family, friends, colleagues, neighbors, and superiors toward you 

   (i.e., a person with a disability). 

Support from family, friends, neighbors, and colleagues. 

Obstacles to services (e.g., health care, education, public transportation, 

   community organization services). 

Physical accessibility of your residence, public buildings, businesses, and 

   recreational centers. 

Sidewalk accessibility in your community. 

Availability of technical aids (e.g., wheelchairs, orthotics, writing assistance, 

   guide-dogs).

	National Association of County & City Health Officials  (NACCHO) & Tri-County Health Department in Colorado’s Public Health in Land Use Planning & Community Design
	Protecting against 

  environmental hazards

Preventing the spread of 

  disease

Preventing illness & 

   injury

Encouraging healthy 

   behaviors
	Does the proposed project include ramps, depressed curbs or periodic breaks 

   in curbs that act as ramps for people with disabilities? 

Does the proposed project include voice/audio or visual clues provided at 

   crosswalks and transit stops. 

Does the project comply with ADA requirements for design of curb ramps, 

   cross slopes, and detectible warnings for new construction or retrofit 

   projects?

	Neighborhood Brief Observation Measure
	Physical incivilities

Territoriality

Availability of play 

   resources
	Facilities for handicap accessibility.

	NW Americans with Disabilities Act & Info Tech Center: Accessible Parking Inventory


	Parking

Curb cuts/ramps
	Accessible parking space is closest to accessible entrance. 

Symbol on signs and pavement is International Symbol of Accessibility.

The slope of the curb ramp is not more than 8.33%.

	Participation Survey/Mobility (PARTS/M) 
	Self care 

Mobility 

Domestic life 

Interpersonal 

Major life areas 

Community, social, & 

   civic life 
	How often do you use accommodations, adaptations, or special equipment to 

   move around your home?

How satisfied are you with your participation in housework or home 

   maintenance? 

To participate in active recreational activities, how much choice do you have  

   compared to others without mobility limitations? 

How much help from another person do you need to participate in leisure 

   activities?

	Path Environmental Audit Tool (PEAT) 
	Design features

Amenities

Maintenance

Aesthetics
	Sufficient vertical clearance?

Access for wheelchair users?

Is/are the access points accessible to wheelchairs? 

Clearance of > 32 for a wheelchair user to safely pass a gate or bollard?  Telephones accessible to wheelchair users.  

Emergency call boxes accessible to wheelchair users

Restroom accessibility to wheelchairs

Benches access to wheelchairs

Picnic tables access to wheelchair users

Drinking fountains access to wheelchair users 

Is there a curb cut at the intersection to allow for wheelchairs? 

Is there a crosswalk on the intersecting road to mark a safe area in the road 

   for trail users to cross the intersecting road? 

Is there a raised crosswalk? 

Is there a pedestrian signal that notifies trail/path users of a safe time to cross 

   the street? 

Is there a temporary barrier present on the trail/path segment? 

Is the slope across the width of the path too steep for disabled individuals or 

   wheelchairs? 

Is there a buffer from the adjacent road? 

Is the access point accessible to wheelchairs? 

Do the benches or seating provide a paved adjacent area for a wheelchair to 

   maneuver and park?

	Pedestrian Infrastructure Prioritization (PIP) Decision System 


	Area-scale 

Transportation facility 

Planning goals & support
	Is there an ADA compliance program scheduled or planned?

	Prevention Research Center Healthy Aging Research Network (PRC-HAN) Environmental Audit Tool
	Land use destinations

Walkway condition

Trail condition

Streetscape features 

Aesthetic & social 

   features 

Traffic control

Street & intersection 

   facilities & conditions
	ADA Compliance/Accessible Design: curb ramps and crosswalk treatments 

   (e.g., marked crosswalk, high-visibility striping, stop lines, additional 

   crosswalk warnings, and raised crosswalk).

	Promoting Active Communities Assessment
	Community planning 

Ordinances, zoning & 

   codes 

Site plan review process 

Maintenance 

Programs, promotions & 

   facilities for physical 

   activity 

Policies & education for 

   safety and security 

Bicycle facilities 

Public transportation 

Downtown area 

Shopping areas 

Schools 

Neighborhoods 

Worksites
	Approximately what percentage of park facilities meets the standards of the 

   ADA?

	Recreation Facility Evaluation Tool
	Condition

Maintenance 

Safety
	Are restroom facilities accessible? 

	Safety Audit Checklist for Dual-Use Paths
	General items 

Alignment and cross 

   section 

Intersections 

Signs and lighting 
Traffic signals 

Physical objects 

Pavements 
	If grab rails are provided, are they positioned so as to not unduly interfere 

   with access, for wheelchair and cyclists? 

Are kerb ramps suitable for wheelchair users? 

Are they (i.e., push buttons for traffic signals) at the correct height for people 

   with disabilities?

	Senior Walking Environmental Assessment Tool (SWEAT)


	Functionality

Aesthetics

Safety

Destination
	Are there publicly accessible restrooms on this block? 

Are signs on the street clear and large?

	Slips Assessment Tool (SAT) 
	Floor information

Acid etching/Artificial 

   roughened

Roughness reading

Floor surface Contamination 

Potential floor surface Contamination sources

Footwear soling material

Floor cleaning type & 

   frequency

Contamination 

   reoccurrence

Floor surface usage

Environmental factors
	The flooring under assessment is used by pedestrians who are encumbered 

   by pushing or pulling loads (e.g., pedestrians with disabilities).

	Worksite Walkability Audit Tool
	Pedestrian facilities

Pedestrian conflicts

Crosswalks

Maintenance

Path size

Buffer

Universal accessibility

Aesthetics

Shade
	Universal accessibility: Ease of access for the mobility impaired.

To what extent are ramps and handrails accompanying steps, curb cuts, etc. 

   accessible for people in wheelchairs?


1

